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Prologue 

• Class is two parts: 

– Today: Schism and the Roman Pope 

– Next Week: Filioque and East-West Schism 

• Idea of truth vs. polemics 

– Truth can withstand error and does not need 
straw men. 

– Orthodoxy is the search for and life in “Truth” 

 “I am the Truth, the Way, and the Life” ~ Christ 



“The Great Schism” 

In A.D. 1054, on Saturday, July 16th, three papal 
legates, Cardinal Humbert of Silva Candida, Cardinal 
Frederick of Loraine and Archbishop Peter of 
Amalfi, marched into the Hagia Sophia cathedral in 
Constantinople at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
during the Divine Liturgy,  and laid a Bull of 
Excommunication against the Patriarch Michael 
Cerularius upon the altar.  Leaving the church, they 
“shook the dust from their feet” and soon 
thereafter returned to Rome. 



“The Great Schism” 

 

  

 What is your sense?  What was the 
 relationship dynamic between the Church 
 in Rome and other Sees previously? 



“The Great Schism” 

• What is a “schism”? 

 “tear” (a garment); division 

 

• How does it relate to “heresy” “orthodoxy” or 
even the modern term “heterodoxy”? 

 

• Historians, theologians, and the problem with 
“dating” events 



“The Great Schism” 

Was the “Great Schism” the first schism? 

 

 

 

What are some natural reasons a separation 
may have occurred between the East and the 
West? 



The Great Schism 

Two key issues at play in A.D. 1054: 

1. Issues around the claim of “papal 
supremacy” 

2. Latin addition of filioque to the Creed 

 

Other issues at play: 

Married v. celibate clergy; azymes v. leavened 
bread; political territory; fast days 



“The Great Schism” 

From the Western Creed in A.D. 1054: 

 

“And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and 
Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son (filioque= “and the son”), Who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified…”  

 



Early Schisms 

• Were there schisms in the Age of the 
Apostles? 



Historical/Biblical context 

Schism at the Church of Corinth: 
Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it has been 
declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of 
Chloe's household, that there are contentions among you. ~1 
Corinthians 1:11-12, NKJV. 
For first of all, when you come together as a church, I hear 
that there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it.  
For there must also be factions among you, that those who 
are approved may be recognized among you. ~1 Corinthians 
11:18-19, NKJV 
 



Early Schisms 

• The Dating of Pascha and the Quartodeciman 
controversy. (2nd c.) 

– When is Pascha/Easter? 

– How is the date determined? 

 

– Is there agreement, even today? 



Early Schisms 

• “Rigorist” Schisms 

 

– Navatian (3rd c.) 

– Donatus (4th c.) 

 



Early Schisms 

• Non-Chalcedonian Schisms 5th-6th c. 

 

– The Coptic Church in Egypt 

– The Jacobite Church in Syria 

 

(both Cyrillian and “Alexandrian” in their 
Christology) 

 





Issue #1: The Roman See 

Why might the church of Rome been exalted (it 
was)? 

• Capital of the empire 

• Ss. Peter and Paul martyred there 

• Earliest persecution by the emperors 
happened in Rome (Nero) 

• High traffic area 

• Her Orthodoxy! 



The Ante-Nicene See of Rome 

There are many voices that speak of the Roman 
church and bishop. 
 

St. Clement of Rome (95-97) 
“…brothers, we acknowledge that we have been 
somewhat slow in giving attention to the matters in 
dispute among you, dear friends, especially the 
detestable and unholy schism…it would be no small 
sin for us if we depose from the bishop’s office…if 
certain people should disobey what has been said 
by him [Christ] through us…” ~ 1 Clement 



The Ante-Nicene See of Rome 

Thoughts? 



The Ante-Nicene See of Rome 

There are many voices that speak of the Roman 
church and bishop. 
 

St. Cyprian of Carthage (251): 
“…but a primacy is given to Peter, whereby it is 
made clear that there is but one Church and one 
chair. . . . If someone does not hold fast to this unity 
of Peter, can he imagine that he still holds the faith? 
If he [should] desert the chair of Peter upon whom 
the Church was built, can he still be confident that 
he is in the Church?” ~On the unity of the church  



The Ante-Nicene See of Rome 

St. Cyprian later redacted some of his more 
forceful Petrine ecclesiology when a new bishop 
of Rome was enthroned. 

 

 Implications? 



The Ante-Nicene See of Rome 

 

Possible roles of the Bishop of Rome: 

• Bishop Stephen I (254-257) claimed a greater 
authority, was involved in other dioceses. 

• An example for other dioceses 

• Mediator in disputes? 

• Some sort of “primacy of honor” 



Constantine & Christian Empire 

 

Why might the 4th century Roman bishop play 
an important role?  



Council of Arles 

Miltiades, the bishop of 
Rome, and the Council of 
Arles (314). 

 

Constantine’s first 
church council.  



Athanasius and Julius 

 

St. Athanasius faced many problems at the 
hands of the Arian leaders in Alexandria and the 
Arian emperor of the East, Constantius II. 

 

What did he do? 



Council of Sardica (343) 

Canon V 

Decreed, that if any bishop is accused, and the bishops of 
the same region assemble and depose him from his 
office, and he appealing, so to speak, takes refuge with 
the most blessed bishop of the Roman church, and he be 
willing to give him a hearing, and think it right to renew 
the examination of his case, let him be pleased to write to 
those fellow-bishops who are nearest the province that 
they may examine the particulars with care and accuracy 
and give their votes on the matter in accordance with the 
word of truth… 



Jerome and Damasus 

From the letter of St. Jerome to Damasus (376/7) 
 

“…I think it my duty to consult the chair of Peter, 
and to turn to a church whose faith has been 
praised by Paul…If you think fit enact a decree…I 
beg you also to signify with whom I am to 
communicate at Antioch…only desire communion 
with you to preach with greater authority…” 
~Epistle XV 



Edictum de Fida Catholica 
An Imperial Edict, A.D. 380 
IMPPP. GRATIANVS, VALENTINIANVS ET THEODOSIVS AAA. EDICTVM AD POPVLVM 
VRBIS CONSTANTINOPOLITANAE. 

     Cunctos populos, quos clementiae nostre regit 
temperamentum, in tali volumus religione versari, quam divinum 
Petrum apostolum tradidisse Romanis, religio usque nunc ab ipso 
insinuata declarat, quamque pontificem Damasum sequi claret et 
Petrum Alexandriae episcopum, virum apostolicae sanctitatis, hoc 
est, ut secundum apostolicam disciplinam evangelicamque 
doctrinam Patris et Filii et Spiritus sancti unam deitatem sub parili 
maiestate et sub pia trinitate credamus. Hanc legem sequentes 
Christianorum catholicorum nomen iubemus amplecti, reliquos 
vero dementes vesanosque iudicantes haeretici dogmatis 
infamiam sustinere, nec conciliabula eorum ecclesiarum nomen 
accipere, divina primum vindicta, post etiam motus nostri, quem 
ex caelesti arbitrio sumpserimus, ultione plectendos. 
DAT. III KAL. MAR., THESSALONICAE, GRATIANO A. V ET THEODOSIO A. I CONSS. 



Decree of Pope Damasus I 

Likewise it is decreed . . . that it ought to be announced 
that . . . the holy Roman Church has not been placed at 
the forefront [of the churches] by the conciliar decisions 
of other churches, but has received the primacy by the 
evangelic voice of our Lord and Savior, who says: ‘You are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the 
gates of hell will not prevail against it; and I will give to 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. . . . ’ [Matt. 
16:18–19]. The first see, therefore, is that of Peter the 
apostle, that of the Roman Church, which has neither 
stain nor blemish nor anything like it. ~Decree of 
Damasus 3, A.D. 382    Context??? 
 



Decree of Pope Damasus I 

Likewise it is decreed . . . that it ought to be announced 
that . . . the holy Roman Church has not been placed at 
the forefront [of the churches] by the conciliar decisions 
of other churches, but has received the primacy by the 
evangelic voice of our Lord and Savior, who says: ‘You are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the 
gates of hell will not prevail against it; and I will give to 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. . . . ’ [Matt. 
16:18–19]. The first see, therefore, is that of Peter the 
apostle, that of the Roman Church, which has neither 
stain nor blemish nor anything like it. ~Decree of 
Damasus 3, A.D. 382    Context??? 
 



Pope Siricius (384-399) 

To the bishop of Tarragona, 385 

 

“We bear the burdens of all who are heavy 
laden; nay more, the blessed apostle Peter bears 
them in us, he who as we hope protects us as 
sole heirs of his office.”  



John and Innocent 

John Chrysostom to Innocent, Pope of 
Rome 

“Having been informed then of all these 
things, my lord, most honourable and 
devout, exhibit the courage and zeal which 
becomes you, so as to put a stop to this 
great assault of lawlessness which has been 
made upon the Churches…”  



An Empire Divided 

330: Constantine dedicated 
Constantinople as the new capital of 
the Eastern Roman Empire, his seat. 



An Empire Divided 

395: The Empire is divided into two, 
Arcadius is emperor in the East, 
Honorius in the West. 



An Empire Divided 



Geographic Implications 



Linguistic Implications 



Political Implications 



Pope Leo I the Great 



Decree of Valentinian III (445) 

Therefore, in as much as the primacy of the 
Apostolic See is established by the merit of St. 
Peter, who is the chief/first among the bishops, 
by the majesty of the city of Rome, and finally 
by the authority of a holy council, no one, 
without inexcusable presumption, may attempt 
anything against the authority of that see. For 
the peace of the churches will only then be 
everywhere preserved when the whole body 
acknowledges its ruler…  



Ecclesiastical Implications 



The Acacian Schism (484-519) 



Pope Gregory I the Great (590-604) 

• Geographic: Rome recognized 
the Roman/Byzantine Emperor, 
but was distant. 

• Political: Constantinople was far 
away; Gregory dealt with the 
defense of Italy 

• Linguistic: Latins spoke Latin; 
Greeks, Greek, even in 
Constantinople 

• Liturgical: Western rite claimed 
its own apostolic authority, 
separate from the East 

• Ecclesiastical: Gregory was the 
de facto head of the West 
 



Pope Gregory I the Great (590-604) 

• The title “Ecumenical 
Patriarch” 

– For the archbishop of 
Constantinople, perhaps 
during the Acacian Schism 

– Affirmed in a synod in 
Constantinople in 587/8 

– Rejected by the Western 
Church as an assumption of 
power not granted in the 
Councils 



Pope Gregory I the Great (590-604) 

By the time of Gregory 
the Great, all of the 
issues that will be 
claimed as reason for 
schism are already 
present. 

 

 


