
The Ecumenical Councils 

Part 1 

 

 



• What is a council? 

 

• What is the purpose and goal of a council? 
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Definitions 

• Orthodoxy: “right glory/worship” connected 
with orthopraxis 

• Heresy: “to take/choose”  

• Catholic: kat’holikos “according to the whole” 

• Schism: “to separate, tear” 

• Kataphatic: positive affirmation to describe 
something:  X is Y 

• Apophatic: negation, X is not Y 



Purpose & Goal of a Council 

 

 General idea to get from this: 

 

 Innovation = Bad 

 

  Fidelity to Tradition = Good 



When was the first council? 

Now the apostles and elders came together to consider 
this matter. And when there had been much dispute, 
Peter rose up and said to them: "Men and brethren…"  
Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to 
Barnabas and Paul declaring how many miracles and 
wonders God had worked through them among the 
Gentiles.  And after they had become silent, James 
answered, saying, "Men and brethren, listen to me…So 
that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD, Even all the 
Gentiles who are called by My name, Says the LORD who 
does all these things.  Known to God from eternity are all 
His works.  Therefore I judge that…" ~Acts of the 
Apostles, 15:5-21 (NKJV) 



Ante-Nicene Councils 

175-200: Councils in Asia to deal with Montanus 

190: Victor of Rome, to deal with Pascha 

252: Antioch, many bishops present 

264-269: To deal with Paul of Samosata 

 Paul’s disciple, Lucian of Antioch, taught 
 Arius and Eusebius of Nicomedia 

314: Council of Arles 



Ante-Nicene Councils 

 

Point: By 325 (the date of the Council of Nicaea), 
the practice of deciding matters through a 
council was a common and well-established 
practice. 



Ecumenical Councils 

• Imperial 

 

• Ecumenical 

 

• Received 



Historical Context 



Arius 

 

 “Before Christ, God was not yet a Father” 

 

  “There was [a time] when he [Jesus] 
  was not.” 



Historical Context 



Alexander’s Catholic Epistle 

For who ever heard such things? or who, now 
hearing them, is not astonished, and does not 
stop his ears that the pollution of these words 
should not touch them? Who that hears John 
saying, “In the beginning was the Word,” does 
not condemn those who say there was a time 
when He was not? 



Constantine I the Great 



Historical Context 



Nicaea 
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Nicaea 



Issues at Nicaea 

 

• Settle the Date for Pascha (Easter) 

 

• Settle the Arian Controversy 



Council of Nicaea 



The Nicene Creed of 325 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things both visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten from the Father, only-begotten, 

that is, from the essence (ousias) of the Father,  

God from God, light from light, true God from true God, 

begotten not made, of the same essence (homoousias) with the Father, 

through Whom all things came into being, both the things in heaven and the things on earth, 

Who because of us men and because of our salvation came down,  

and became incarnate and became man, and suffered, and rose again on the third day, 

and ascended to the heavens, and will come to judge the living and dead, 

And in the Holy Spirit. 

But as for those who say, There was when He was not, and, Before being born He was not, 

and that He came into existence out of nothing,  or who assert that the Son of God is of a 
different hypostasis or substance, or created, or is subject to alteration or change - these the 
Catholic and apostolic Church anathematizes. 
 



Constantinople 



Constantinople 



Historical Context 



Church of the Virgin Mary, Ephesus 


